Management of hepatitis B in children.
Children with hepatitis B infection require management by physicians knowledgeable about the natural history of this disorder and experienced in the treatment of children. Selection of appropriate pediatric patients for treatment will prevent some cases of advanced liver disease later in life. New treatments under development for adults may benefit children as well, once they have been rigorously investigated in the pediatric population. Prevention of new HBV infections is an important part of management in children, and working with public health campaigns will hopefully reduce both vertical and horizontal transmission.